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A Murmuration 
Thursday 19th May – Sunday 22nd May 2022 

Opening hours: 10 am – 7 pm 
Candid Arts Trust, 3 Torrens Street, Angel, London, EC21V 1NQ. 

@ucl.amurmuration #uclxcandid 
 
‘A Murmuration’ is a four-day festival at Candid Arts Trust led by artists, artist-educators, 
curators, and learning and educational professionals. Spread across the Trust’s galleries 
the festival includes exhibitions, public programmes, residencies, events, and workshops 
in the service of social and civic justice; accessibility, inclusivity, and diversification; 
engaging communities, and social change. It is arranged as four zones regarding: 
 

- Creating Sense: Kids in Galleries  
 

Art is inherently sensorial. To have a meaningful encounter with art, one must utilise 
many senses simultaneously, as experiencing an artwork is an all encompassing 
occurrence. In this exhibition, the curatorial team aims to stimulate the delights of 
the multi-sensory as a tool to evoke the wild imagination of young children. Children 
are encouraged to interpret contemporary artist Jeremy Gardiner’s abstract paintings 
by engaging with touching, smelling, hearing, and seeing. With various workshop 
activities, children will be invited to explore, question, investigate, reflect, and create 
based on their personal insights into the artworks, and their lived experiences. 

 
Curated by Kristen Marquez, Meghan Chase, Mel Djemal, Nan Wang, Punika Chaiyawat, 
Rosie S. Kang, Zhongshu Zhang 

 
- Her Stories  

 
Gender inequality exists under the surface of our debates, where stereotypes are 
buried in many unique stories. This exhibition drives you into the stories by women 
that are often untold, and stands to facilitate a platform where women are 
empowered to share their stories that are meaningful to them in a personal way. 
These stories will also empower us as individuals, to pause and look into the mirror 
for a moment, re-considering who we are, be brave to challenge ourselves and 
challenge things around you. Together, we share, resonate and reflect, fighting for a 
gender equal future. 
 
Curated by Aurelia Chen, Krystal Guo, Yutong Li, Yuqing Liu 

 
- Taking Refuge: Being Here and Not There 

 
‘Taking Refuge: Being Here and Not Being There’ is a project that provides a 
platform for the life, culture and conflicts behind temporary residents, immigrants 
and refugees in the UK. It aims to encourage participants to rethink the world they 



share with others through stories and activities while arousing their awareness of the 
existence and connections of people who have multiple contexts and identities - this 
is done by offering diverse perspectives, narratives and voices. As people living in the 
UK with different contexts, the curators are also part of ‘temporary residents’ who 
welcome all the participants to share their points of view together. During the four-
day event, there will be an artist residency, exhibitions and interactive activities to 
promote a collective knowledge production among artists, curators, the place, and all 
the participants. 
 
Artist Residency:  Shorsh Saleh / Other Artists: Akshay Bhoan,  Bindu Mehra, Julian Kowal, 
Kıvılcım Göksu Toprak, Ramzi Mallat 
 
Curated by Elena Siretanu, Feifan Lou, Huawangshu Peng, Romy Stein, Suzanne Rodgers 

 
- Wish You Were Here  

 
March 2020 saw a huge change in our lives, not least in how we work. Whether working 
from home, furloughed, carrying on as a ‘key worker’, or struggling with unemployment, 
overnight the conditions of working life were transformed. ‘Wish You Were Here’ seeks to 
offer local Islington workers a chance to contribute their experiences anonymously on a 
personal postcard, exploring what for them changed during that time, what’s different now, 
and what they would want their future self to remember. We aim to offer local workers a 
platform to share their stories and make their voices heard: creating a space to explore the 
reality of life on the frontline of the pandemic; a very human ‘murmuration.’ Our hope is to 
create a safe, welcoming and respectful arena where conversations can flow, memories can 
be brought to life, and we can share our unique experiences together; creating a living 
archive of an exceptional time. 
 
Curated by Catriona Souter, Haojing Huang, Shuang Jin 

 
‘A Murmuration’ is a collaboration, a collaborative project that is itself also about the 
experience of collaborating, the process and challenges and benefits of working together. 
 
It is a manifestation and an articulation of a collaborative sensibility, which is to say, of 
how ingredients like inter-dependence, openness, transparency, honesty, trust, sharing, 
generosity, care, responsibility, and working together towards a common purpose can 
manifest by way of exhibitions, public programming, workshops, and other activities. Such 
collaboration is thus born of, and also enables truly meaningful forms of participation, co-
creation, and co-curation, and as such we welcome you absolutely to join us in these 
collaborations, this flocking, this collective motion. 
 
 
* 
 
 
Events during the exhibition 
 
 
‘Opening Night with Ambient Live Set From ASTRYD’ 
 
Thursday 19th	May 2022	5-7pm 
Candid Arts Trust	  



‘Meta-conversations’ 
	 
Friday 20th	May 2022	5-7pm 
Candid Arts Trust	 Basement Floor 
 
Presentations and discussions of research connecting public engagement with archives and 
museum collections, experimentation, and the sensory in cultural spaces, exploring the vibrant 
possibilities of the participatory. 
 
Contributors:	 Kelvin Chuah (IOE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society);	Bin Guo 
(IOE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society) and	Yunjing Huang (IOE, UCL’s Faculty of 
Education and Society) 
 
 
‘Radical Institution Making’ 
	 
Saturday 21st May 2022 5-7pm	 
Candid Arts Trust Basement Floor 
	 
How can we shift the narrative of what we value in cultural institutions, how we value it, and 
why?	 
	 
Contributors:	 Teresa Cisneros (Senior Practice Manager, Culture, Equity, Diversity, 
Inclusion, Wellcome Trust); Amrita Dhallu (Curator, Tate); Dr Janna Graham 
(Department of Visual Cultures, Goldsmiths College); Dr Dominic Asmall Willsdon 
(Executive Director, Institute for Contemporary Art/Associate Professor in Art Education 
at VCU, Richmond, Virginia). 
 
Hosted by Dr Marquard Smith (UCL, London/Vilnius Academy of Arts, Lithuania) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘A Murmuration’ is organized by MA students on the ‘Curation and Education’ module in 
Art, Design & Museology at IOE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society. It is made 
possible with the support of Candid Arts Trust, the Department for Culture, 
Communication and Media, IOE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society, and the UCL 
School of Slavonic and Eastern European Studies. A huge thanks to all our collaborators. 
 

 


